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CITY OF MARINE CITY 
ST. CLAIR COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

ORDINANCE NO. 22-004 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MARINE CITY, ST. CLAIR COUNTY, MICHIGAN TO 
REVISE BUSINESS REGULATIONS TITLE XI, CHAPTER 110, SECTION 110.001 ET SEQ. 
ENTITLED “GENERAL LICENSING PROVISIONS” AND “INITIAL BUSINESS LICENSE; 
GENERAL BUSINESS REGISTRATION”.  

THE CITY OF MARINE CITY ORDAINS: 

Chapter 110.001 et seq. is hereby revised to read as follows: 

§ 110.01 DEFINITIONS.

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context
clearly indicates or requires a different meaning. 

   BUSINESS. Includes all kinds of vocations, occupations, professions, enterprises, 
establishments and all other kinds of activities and matters, together with all devices, 
machines, vehicles and appurtenances used therein, any of which are conducted for private 
profit or benefit, either directly or indirectly, where the owner currently holds a tax 
identification number in their own right or doing business as, on any premises in the city, 
or anywhere else within its jurisdiction. 

   LICENSE or LICENSEE. Includes, respectively, the words PERMIT or PERMITTEE or the 
holder for any use or period of time of any similar privilege, wherever relevant to any 
provision of this subchapter or other law or ordinance. 

   PERSON. Includes individual, natural persons, partnerships, joint ventures, societies, 
associations, clubs, trustees, trusts or corporations; or any officers,  agents, employees, 
factors or any kind of personal representatives of any thereof in any capacity, acting either 
for himself, herself or for any other person, under either personal appointment or pursuant 
to law. 

   PREMISES. Includes all lands, structures, places and also the equipment and 
appurtenances connected or used therewith in any business, and also any personal 
property which is either affixed to, or is otherwise used in connection with any such 
business conducted on the premises. 

(Prior Code, § 14-1) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

§ 110.02 LICENSE REQUIRED.

No person shall engage, or be engaged, in the operation, conduct or carrying on of any
trade, profession, business or privilege for which a license is required by any provision of 
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this code without first obtaining a license from the city in the manner provided for in this 
subchapter. 

(Prior Code, § 14-2) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.03 APPLICATION. 

   Unless otherwise provided in this code, every person required to obtain a license from 
the city to engage in the operation, conduct or carrying on of any trade, profession, 
business or privilege shall make application for the license to the City Clerk upon forms 
provided by the City Clerk and shall state under oath or affirmation such facts as may be 
required for or applicable to the granting of the license. 

(Prior Code, § 14-3) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.04 POSSESSION OF OTHER LICENSE; NO EXEMPTION. 

   The fact that a license or permit has been granted to any person by any other 
governmental authority or agency to engage in the operation, conduct or carrying on of any 
trade, profession, business or privilege shall not exempt the person from the necessity of 
securing a license or permit from the city if the license or permit is required by this code. 

(Prior Code, § 14-4) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.05 MULTIPLE BUSINESSES. 

   The granting of a license or permit to any person operating, conducting or carrying on 
any trade, profession, business or privilege which contains within itself, or is composed of, 
trades, professions, businesses or privileges which are required by this code to be licensed, 
shall not relieve the person to whom the license or permit is granted from the necessity of 
securing individual licenses or permits for each such trade, profession, business or 
privilege. 

(Prior Code, § 14-5) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.06 TERM; RENEWAL. 

   Except as otherwise herein provided as to certain licenses, the license year shall begin 
January 1 of each year and shall terminate at midnight on December 31 of that year. New 
licenses obtained after January 1 will be issued for the balance of the license year at the full 
license fee. License applications for license renewals shall be accepted and licenses issued 
in accordance to § 110.41. In all cases where the provisions of this code permit the issuance 



of licenses for periods of less than 1 year, the effective date of the licenses shall commence 
with the date of issuance thereof. 

(Prior Code, § 14-6) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976; Am. Ord. 96-6, passed 5-2-1996) 

 

§ 110.07 CONDITIONS FOR ISSUANCE. 

   No license or permit required by this code shall be issued to any person who is required 
to have a license or permit from any other governmental agency until the person shall 
submit evidence of the license or permit and proof that all fees pertaining thereto have 
been paid. No license shall be issued to any applicant therefor until the applicant has 
complied with all of the provisions of this code applicable to the trade, profession, business 
or privilege for which application for license is made. No license or permit required under 
the provisions of this code shall be issued to any person who is indebted or obligated to the 
city for any sum of money, other than for current taxes. 

(Prior Code, § 14-7) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.08 WHERE CERTIFICATION REQUIRED. 

   No license shall be issued where the certification of any officer of the city is required prior 
to the issuance thereof until the certification is made. 

(Prior Code, § 14-8) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.09 FIRE SAFETY CERTIFICATE. 

   In all cases where the certification of the Fire Department is required prior to the 
issuance of any license by the City Clerk, the certification shall be based upon an actual 
inspection and a finding that the premises in which the person making application for the 
license proposes to conduct or is conducting the trade, profession, business or privilege, 
comply with all the fire regulations of the state and of the city. The inspection is to be 
conducted by Fire Department personnel possessing the appropriate state required 
criterial to conduct a fire safety inspection.  

(Prior Code, § 14-9) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.10 POLICE CHIEF’S CERTIFICATE. 

   In all cases where the certification of the Chief of Police is required prior to the issuance 
of any license by the City Clerk, the criteria for certification shall be the applicant’s 
compliance with federal, state, and local laws. 

(Prior Code, § 14-10) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976; Am. Ord. 13-03, passed 6-20-2013) 



 

§ 110.11 ZONING CERTIFICATE. 

   In all cases where the carrying on of the trade, profession, business or privilege involves 
the use of any structure or land, a license therefor shall not be issued until the City Building 
Official shall certify that the proposed use is not prohibited by zoning regulations of the 
city, or is a nonconforming use as defined by the zoning ordinance. In cases of 
nonconforming uses, the zoning certificate so shall indicate that use. 

(Prior Code, § 14-11) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.12 BONDS. 

   Where the provisions of this code require that the applicant for any license or permit 
furnish a bond, the bond shall be furnished in an amount deemed adequate by the proper 
city officer, or, where the amount thereof is specified in the schedule of fees and bonds set 
out in § 110.15 or elsewhere in this code, in the amount so required; the form of the bond 
shall be acceptable to the City Attorney. In lieu of a bond, an applicant for a license or 
permit may furnish one or more policies of insurance in the same amounts and providing 
the same protection as called for in any such bond; any such policies of insurance shall be 
approved as to substance by the city official issuing the license or permit and as to form by 
the City Attorney. 

(Prior Code, § 14-12) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.13 RIGHT TO ISSUANCE. 

   If the application for any license is approved by the proper officers of the city, as provided 
in this code, the license shall be issued and shall serve as a receipt for payment of the fee 
prescribed for the license. 

(Prior Code, § 14-13 (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.14 PAYMENT OF FEES. 

   The fee required by this code for any license or permit shall be paid to the City upon or 
before the issuance of the license or permit. 

(Prior Code, § 14-14) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.15 FEE SCHEDULE. 



   The City's fee schedule may be amended from time to time by resolution of the City 
Commission. Copies of the current fee schedule are available upon request during regular 
business hours in the Office of the City Clerk. 

 

§ 110.16 RENEWAL. 

   Unless otherwise provided in this Code, an application for renewal of a license shall be 
considered in the same manner as an original application and in compliance with § 110.41.  

(Prior Code, § 14-16) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.17 LATE RENEWALS. 

   For all licenses which are renewed 30 days or more late, a $25.00 late fee will be assessed 
at the time the license is renewed.  

(Prior Code, § 14-17) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.18 EXHIBITION GENERALLY. 

   No licensee shall fail to carry any license issued in accordance with the provisions of this 
subchapter upon his or her person at all times when engaged in the operation, conduct or 
carrying on of any trade, profession, business or privilege for which the license was issued; 
except that where the trade, profession, business or privilege is operated, conducted or 
carried on at a fixed place or establishment, the license shall be exhibited at all times in 
some conspicuous place in their place of business. Every licensee shall produce his or her 
license for examination when requested to do so by any City police officer or by any person 
representing the issuing authority. 

(Prior Code, § 14-18) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.19 EXHIBITION ON VEHICLE AND MACHINE. 

   No licensee shall fail to display legally required tags or stickers conspicuously on each 
vehicle or mechanical device or machine required to be licensed by this code. 

(Prior Code, § 14-19) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.20 TRANSFERABILITY; MISUSE. 

   No license or permit issued under the provisions of this code shall be transferable unless 
specifically authorized by the provisions of this code. No licensee or permittee shall, unless 



specifically authorized by the provisions of this code, transfer or attempt to transfer his or 
her license or permit to another nor shall he make any improper use of the same. 

(Prior Code, § 14-20) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.21 AUTOMATIC REVOCATION FOR MISUSE. 

   In addition to the general penalty provision for violation thereof, any attempt by a 
licensee or permittee to transfer his or her license or permit to another, unless specifically 
authorized by the provisions of this code, or to use the same improperly shall be void and 
result in the automatic revocation of the license or permit. 

(Prior Code, § 14-21) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.22 CUMULATION OF PROVISIONS. 

   The general provisions of this subchapter and code relevant to licenses and permits 
where not otherwise provided shall be deemed to be supplementary and complementary 
to each other and shall be cumulative in the same manner as though the provisions of this 
subchapter were included in the provisions of any other chapter of this code relative to 
licenses or permits. 

(Prior Code, § 14-23) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.23 SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION. 

   (A)   (1)   The City Manager may suspend or revoke for cause any license or permit issued 
by the City in the manner herein provided. 

      (2)   The term CAUSE, as used in this section, shall include: omitting to perform any act 
required by this code or the doing or omitting of any act or permitting any condition to 
exist in connection with any trade, profession, business or privilege, for which a license or 
permit is issued under the provisions of this code, or any premises or facilities used in 
connection therewith, which act, omission or condition is contrary to the health, morals, 
safety or welfare of the public, is unlawful or fraudulent, is unauthorized or beyond the 
scope of the license or permit granted, or is forbidden by the provisions of this code or any 
duly established rule or regulation of the City applicable to the trade, profession, business 
or privilege for which the license or permit has been granted. The term cause as used in 
this section shall also include the arrest and conviction of the licensee or permittee for any 
crime involving moral turpitude. 

(Prior Code, § 14-24) 

   (B)   Where the City Manager shall determine that in the interests of the public health, 
morals, safety or welfare an immediate suspension is necessary, he or she shall order the 



same. In such cases, the City Manager shall forthwith send a notice to the licensee or 
permittee by registered mail to his or her last known address, which notice shall contain a 
statement of the charge against the licensee or permittee and a definite time and place for a 
hearing of the charge and shall order the licensee or permittee to show why his or her 
license or permit should not be suspended for an additional period of time or revoked. 
Hearings shall be conducted as set forth in division (C)(2) below. 

(Prior Code, § 14-25) 

   (C)   (1)   Whenever the City Manager shall have evidence to warrant the suspension or 
revocation of a license or permit, he or she shall send a notice to the licensee or permittee 
by registered mail to his or her last known address, which notice shall contain a statement 
of the charge against the licensee or permittee and a definite time and place for a hearing of 
the charge, and shall order the licensee or permittee to show why his or her license or 
permit should not be suspended or revoked. 

      (2)   The City Commission shall conduct a hearing not less than 5 days after the mailing 
of the above notice, at which time and place the licensee or permittee shall have an 
opportunity to present a defense to the charge and to cross-examine any witnesses and 
examine all evidence produced against him or her. The decision of the City Commission 
shall be final and conclusive. 

      (3)   No fee for any license or permit which has been suspended or revoked pursuant to 
the provisions of this section shall be refunded. 

(Prior Code, § 14-26) 

(Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

INITIAL BUSINESS LICENSE 

§ 110.40 INITIAL LICENSE. 

   (A)   No person shall open any business, as defined in § 110.01, or advertise any goods or 
services without having obtained an initial business license. Persons conducting a business 
as of the effective date of the ordinance from which this section was derived who are not 
already in possession of a business license shall be required to get an initial business 
license. 

(Prior Code, § 14-38) 

   (B)   The application for an initial business license shall be made on forms supplied by the 
City Clerk. The application shall provide sufficient information in order to determine the 
type of business being conducted, the merchandise or service being offered for sale, the 
location of the business, the owners or officers of the business, and such other information 
as may be necessary to effectively administer this subchapter. 

(Prior Code, § 14-39) 



   (C)   (1)   No license shall be approved for an initial license until a certificate of approval 
shall have been received from the Building Official, Fire Department and the Police Chief, 
and the zoning certified as proper by the City Manager.  

      (2)   All initial licenses shall be approved by the City Commission. 

      (3)   No license shall be issued until the license fee is paid. 

      (4)   Prior to the issuance of the initial license, the Building Inspector shall certify that 
the premise meets all applicable code standards and businesses are subject to a safety 
inspection by the Building Official as deemed necessary. 

(Prior Code, § 14-40) 

(Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.41 GENERAL BUSINESS LICENSE RENEWAL  

   (A)   (1)   All businesses, as defined in § 110.01, within the City shall, on an annual basis, 
renew their license for the business with the City. 

           (2)    The annual renewal period for all business licenses shall begin on December 1.  

   (B)   All business license renewals shall be on forms as provided by the City Clerk. 

   (C)   The applicable renewal fee will be charged in accordance with the provisions of § 
110.15 FEE SCHEDULE.   

(Prior Code, § 14-41) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 

 

§ 110.42 EXCLUSIONS. 

   Persons required to have a specific business license by another provision of this code 
shall not be required to have an initial business license under this code section. 

(Prior Code, § 14-42) (Ord. passed 5-20-1976) 
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